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U.S. Judge Is Named to Help Guide Redistricting

Brief 
February 22, 2012

A panel of federal judges on Tuesday refused to dismiss a challenge to New York State’s redistricting process and instead named a federal magistrate judge to help create new political maps.

The panel ordered lawyers for legislative leaders and others involved in the case to convene at the Brooklyn federal courthouse on Monday. The judges said lawyers should be prepared to provide suggestions to the magistrate judge, Roanne L. Mann, “to assist her in preparing a redistricting plan, deadlines and the appointment of experts.”

Lawmakers had released their own proposed district maps for the State Senate and State Assembly, but the maps have been widely criticized for gerrymandering, and Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo has promised to veto the plans. Lawmakers have not yet proposed maps of the state’s Congressional districts, but the state must cut the size of its Congressional delegation to 27, from 29, and the state’s Congressional primary is now scheduled to take place on June 26.

The judges who appointed the magistrate judge were acting in response to a lawsuit filed by a group of voters who had asked the federal courts to intervene in the redistricting process. All states must redraw their political districts this year to reflect population changes identified in the 2010 census.
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